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Summary

Anti-Monophysite Speeches by Niketas Stethatos

In old Georgian literature are verified some polemic and theological works by
Nicetas Stethatos — a prominent Byzantine theologian and writer of the 11 ¢. These
works are translated by the great Georgian writer and interpreter of the 11 ¢. — Arsen
of Ikaltho and are involved in the notable dogmatic-polemic collection “Dogmati-
con” compiled by him.

The subject of our investigation is the first composition which represents a po-
lemical text directed against Armenian monophysits. This work of Nicetas Stethatos
was relatively popular in Byzantine theological-scholarly circles in the 11%-12% cc.
The work was in use during famous discussions with the representatives of western
church in the 11% c. It involves some thematic parallels to the work directed against
Latins.”!

The Greek original text of Nicetas Stethatos’ work against Armenians monophys-
its" faith is being prepared for publication by Presbyter Dionysius (Shlenov). In 2008
he publicized the first “Speech” of the work.” In the publication prepared manu-
scripts text of the Greek original consists of four “Speeches” (185 190).., Various
scientists revealed their assumption that the work published by J. Hergenrother might
be associated with the anti-monophysit “Speech” of Nicetas Stethatos.” According to
them, it could be the fifth “Speech” of the work composed against Armenians.”

Thus, the Greek manuscripts do not represent a complete composition of Nicetas
Stethatos’ anti-monophysit work. Is the Hergenrother publicized text a constituent of
the anti-Armenian work, how is the author text reflected in Greek manuscripts, how
much is it altered by the editor-scribes of the next periods? — a complete and authentic
response to these and some other questions is given by the Georgian translation of
Nicetas Stethatos’ work carried out by Arsen of Ikaltho.

71  Michel 1930: B2.

72 Nicetas Stethatos 2008: 39- 91. (in Russian)

73 A Systematic Description of Moscow Synod (Patriarchate) Library Manuscripts by the Archi-
mandrite of Vladimir. (in Russian).

74 Hergenroether 1869: 84-138.

75 Niketas Stethatos 1961: 56-515.
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Georgian text of the polemical work of Nicetas Stethatos is preserved in 9 manu-
scripts of “Dogmaticon”: S 1463 (the 12" — 13" cc.), 256r — 264v; A65 (1188-1210),
114r—137r; A 205 (the 13" ¢.), 162v — 185v; K23 (the 13™ ¢.), 239v — 269r; K15 (the
17%¢.); 215r; H601 (1746), 188 -233; A 1086 (the 18" ¢.), 103v — 128r; Q 50 (1777),
87v—115v; A 64 (1751), 114v — 137r.

In the “Dogmaticon” manuscripts, the Arsen accomplished Georgian translation

is represented in five “Speeches”. Each “Speech” is numerated’:

The Georgian translation is interesting both for its composition and various text
passages and all these are revealed in a number of differences and peculiarities from
the Greek original. Previous to unveiling text comparison results to the Greek origi-
nal, it is remarkable that the Georgian translation of Arsen of Ikaltho is almost con-
temporary to the Greek original of the work. Presumably, the translation is accom-
plished 4 or 5 decades later from the original creation. In Georgian manuscripts, the
translation of Arsen of Ikaltho is applied by the colophon which informs that the
order about interpreting five “Speeches” against Armenian monophysits was given
to Arsen of Ikaltho by Presbyter David of the Petritson Monastery. The ordering the
translation of work against Armenian monophysitism by David of Petritson turns to
be really considerable fact from various viewpoints.

The subjects of Nicetas Stethatos’ “Speeches” are linked with the questions which
were essential in the discussion carried out between the Byzantine orthodox and the
Armenian monophysit creeds in the middle of the 11™ c.

First of all, we have to note that the work of Nicetas Stethatos is a pattern of the
highest ranked professionalism to carry out polemics and represents a product of the
developed scholastic thought. Markedly, the epoch (the 11" ¢.) of Nicetas Stethatos
was full of aggressive and insulting manner of making polemics. The concrete matter
and reasonable discussions over dogmatic and ecclesiastical questions were altered
by cynical and pamphlet typed accusations.” On the background of such pamphlets
and accusations, the polemical issues are revealed in extremely balanced tone and
academic culture in the five “Speeches” of Nicetas Stethatos. Style of the author is
critical, evaluation of the Armenian heresy made by him is exaggerated in some occa-
sions, but the tone of discussion never goes out of the ethical frames and turns into in-
sulting one. Tolerance goes throughout all the five “Speeches” of Nicetas Stethatos.

The fields of interest of Nicetas Stethatos’ “Speeches” are multiple according to

76  Indication according to the manuscript S 1463.
77  Troitsky 1875: 247-249. (in Russian)

64



/f'@’};
the themes. Here are available the discussions of theoretic character on both dogmat-
ic and liturgical religious rite questions. Monotonic character of such discussions is
closed down by involving historical, philosophical and liturgical passages. Method-
ology of the polemics often brings quotes from the Bible and the holy fathers” works,
providing argumentation against heretics for eradicating their thoughts. Nicetas
Stethatos, a gifted theologian and skillful polemist, widely uses writing sources for
the orthodox understanding of religious questions and for proving their authenticity.
After the Bible, he uses the works of two great church fathers for argumentation most
of all, those of Gregory the Nazianzus (4" ¢.) and sent John of Damascus (8" c.).

The subject matter of Nicetas Stethatos’ “Speech” is diverse:

1. The first “Speech” (256r I — 258r II) is related to a purely dogmatic issue — con-
firmation of two natures of Christ and unity of divine and human natures without a
mixture (paragraphs 4-12). Nicetas discusses resemblance of the viewpoints of Ar-
menian monophysits to those of Valentinus, Mann, Apolinarius of Laodicea, Nestor,
Eutychius and Sabelios.

2. The second “Speech” (258r II — 260v I), coming out of the dogma essence on
Christ’s two nature, converses in detail a core of the mystery of two divine feasts —
the Nativity and the Epiphany and the properness of the feasts’ dating established
by the church. On basis of the Bible and the church doctrine, here are revealed the
theoretic-dogmatic viewpoints according to which the Armenian monophysit dates of
the church practice were determined. Noticeably, when talking on religious rite, Nic-
etas Stethatos introduces a significant question on pentarchy for the history of church.
According to his teaching, the five patriarchates are associated with the five physical
senses. Like the human body have five senses: sight, hearing, smell, taste and touch
and all of them are controlled by the head, the five patriarchates represent the body of
Christ — the holy church which is governed by Christ himself.

3. The third “Speech” (260v I — 261r 1) is about the trisagion transformed by Ar-
menian monophysits’ and recognized the orthodox liturgy. The Armenian monophys-
its found themselves in dissent when they added to “the Holy one” the “Speech” of
Peter Fullo “crucified for us”. With this, the Armenian monophysits declared God the
Father and the Holy Spirit crucified along with Christ and acknowledged the whole
trinity to have been crucified and suffered. Nicetas Stethatos unmasks resemblance
among Armenian monophysits and the heresies of Peter Fullo and the Syrian Jaco-
bites into this direction.

4. In the fourth “Speech” (261r I —262v II) Nicetas Stethatos argues on some facts

of Armenian monophysits’ separation from the orthodox creed and calls these facts
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the heresies covered like reefs in the sea. The “reef” heresies are: A. Judgment of the

Armenians that God the Son or the Logos passed in sacred vagina of the Virgin like
in the pipe (paragraphs 1, 3, 4, 18). This is a heresy of Valentinus. B. Christ was in-
carnated in miraculously (delusively) and not in real. It is the heresy of Theopaschits.
C. The Armenian monophysits’ religious rite established rule on using unmixed wine
and the bread without salt and yeast in the Eucharist is a “reef” heresy (paragraphs
9-12). D. Using the sesame oil instead of chrism is also a “reef” heresy. E. Missing
the Virgin chants in everyday divine service (paragraphs 5-7, 18). F. Formal, sur-
passed and unreasonable ascetic life (paragraph 19). G. Armenians do not recognize
the kneading of dough from the side of the women (IV, 8).

Rules of the Armenian monophysits are called “reef” or covered by Nicetas
Stethatos. He assumes that visibly Armenians live a strict orthodox life, but covertly
they are often deflected to heresy. Their “Speech” and undertakings never coincide.
Thereby the author introduces a worthwhile opinion on necessity of coincidence
among the belief and knowledge and the daily deeds and activities dictated from the
Christian moral and the medieval educational system. In the same “Speech”, Nicetas
Stethatos responses to the Armenian monophysits’ accusation that the orthodox Chris-
tians do not keep the Wednesday and Friday fasts instituted by desciples (14-17).

5. The fifth “Speech” (262v 11 — 264v 1) is related to the rule of Armenian mono-
physits on using unleavened bread during the Eucharist. The question of sacrificial
bread without yeast or a unleavened bread (azumwn) was a very piquant and po-
lemical issue in Nicetas Stethatos’ contemporary church life between the eastern and
western churches. In accordance with epoch of his activities, which coincides with
the period of schism between Latin and eastern churches, Nicetas Stethatos discusses
the heretic essence of unleavened bread in detail.

In his five “Speeches” against Armenian monophysits, the author advocates tra-
ditions of the Byzantine cultural thought expressed in combining divine and philo-
sophical concepts. Uppermost, Nicetas’ polemical “Speech” outlines their devotion
to the Bible by frequent citations from the holy letter. Simultaneously, here is visible
a characteristic intellectual spirit of the epoch, acknowledging unity of faith and cog-
nition.

In structure, the Georgian translation of the work of Nicetas Stethatos comprises
five “Speeches”. Thereby the Georgian translation varies from the original text attest-
ed in Greek manuscripts where as we have already mentioned Nicetas Stethatos’ work
consists of four “Speeches” only. A five “Speeches” composition of the Georgian text
is a crucial fact for restoring initial form of the text of Greek original. The Georgian
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translation fully affirms J. Daruzes’ supposition that the text publicized by Hergen-

rother might be the fifth “Speeches” of the work against Armenian monophysitism.”
The Georgian translation keeps such composition of the author’s text which is not
evidenced in Greek manuscripts currently. Therefore, the textual data of Georgian
version persuasively indicates on the Greek original in which Nicetas Stethatos’ work
was represented in five “Speeches”. There are available no five- “Speeches” models
in Greek manuscripts yet. The Georgian translation has preserved Nicetas Stethatos
work in its initial composition.

As Arsen of Ikaltho translation of Nicetas Stethatos’ work is not exceedingly dis-
tanced from its creation then the Greek original used as a source should have been
secured from involvement of the next period scribes and maximally close to the au-
thor’s archetype. For such short period division between the original and translation,
Arsen’s translation enjoys a great advantage of exposing history of Nicetas Stethatos’
text and ascertaining the Greek text archetype. This advantage is even enhanced by
the interpreting principles of Arsen of Ikaltho.

The text of Georgian translation is compared with texts represented in four Greek
manuscripts. In some cases a Georgian version text provides reading similar to one
Greek manuscript and in some cases — similar to the others... It turns out that the
abovementioned Greek manuscripts are not the originals of Arsen of Ikaltho transla-
tion. Seemingly, Arsen employed the Greek list which has not been uncovered yet.

The Georgian translation interdependence character with the Greek original text
is conditioned by Arsen of Ikaltho interpreting methodology as well as his attitude to
the materials to be translated. The history of Gelati literary school begins with the lit-
erary actuvity of Arsen of Ikaltho. It is known that the general Hellenistic trend of Ge-
lati literary school is exposed in its orientation on Byzantine culture while concretely
in the field of interpreting activities — in its precise closeness in line with maximal
formal and content accurateness to the text original. Arsen of Ikaltho translation of
Nicetas Stethatos’ “Speech” is a very version rendition accomplished in accordance
with Hellenistic tendencies.This fact is asserted by the Georgian and Greek texts
comparative analyses..Such accurate original translation is completely trustworthy
and valuable for ascertaining the Greek critical text and restoring its archetype so
evidently visible on comparing the Georgian translation to Nicetas Stethatos’ work.

On the background of Georgian translation proximity to the Greek text, the assert-

ed differences between the Arsen rendition and the Greek original texts are extremely

78  Nicetas Stethatos 1961:.11.
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essential. The Georgian translation provides different textual readings from the Greek

text. These variations are diverse in typology. There are some textual additions — un-
like from the Greek text a particular “Speech” or phrase is involved in Georgian
rendition. There are some cases of scarcities too. Here are provided variations ex-
pressed in Greek “Speech” representation with minimal syntax modifications. Some
variations are made up by translating a Greek “Speech” or phrase not directly but
according to the context. When qualifying the textual variations, we have to take into
account that some of them should be estimated as the influence of supposed Greek
source on Arsen and some — as an expression of Arsen’s interpreting methodology.

One part of textual differences is due to the influence of anonymous Greek
original. The most important and attention-worthy variation is asserted in the fifth
“Speech” title.” Unlike Greek text, Arsen of Ikaltho Georgian translation names nei-
ther Latins in the title, nor Franks in the text beginning (S 1463, 263r). Considering
Arsen’s interpreting principles, we assume that Latins were not mentioned in the
Arsen used Greek list. The Georgian translation conditions support ascertaining time
of anti-Armenian “Speech” creation. The Georgian translation completely supports I.
Daruzes’ supposition that the “Speech” against Armenians should have been written
earlier than the “Speech” to the Latins.* Polemics on unleavened bread might have
taken place from the side of Nicetas Stethatos before he created a special work to the
Latins regarding the same issue. Since anti-Latin work has been composed a thor-
ough polemic over unleavened bread should have been worthless in anti-Armenian
work. Therefore, nominating Latins and Franks in the Greek manuscripts might be a
later epoch interpolation. In the aftermath of polemic conclusion with Latins one of
the Greek manuscript scribe-editors nominated Latins during conducting polemics
with Armenians over unleavened bread as the main accent on unleavened bread was
put by Latins.

Anonymous Greek original influence is asserted by other translation passages as
well.

Except its theological and literary significance for Georgian literature, Arsen of
Ikaltho translation is important for specifying and completing the Greek original text.
Comparison with Greek manuscripts shows that Arsen’s rendition never goes com-
pletely after them. Therefore, the rendition source seems to have been a presently
unknown list, absolutely diverse from the Greek publication used manuscripts. It is

a very interesting fact from one point — a text comparison unveils that the unknown

79  Hergenroether 1869: 139.
80 SC88,091.
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Greek list data and the list based Georgian translation provide more correct readings
in their contents and forms than the texts of represented Greek manuscripts and the
Hergenroether publication of the fifth “Speech”.

The comparison of parallel sections of “Expositio Fidei” 47" paragraph and Nic-
etas Stethatos polemic “Speeches” was important for Arsen of Ikaltho translation
chronology of these creations. It appeared that Arsen of Ikaltho uses different ter-
minologies in the renditions of “Expositio Fidei” and Nicetas Stethatos “Speeches”.
The fact isworthy to give attention to the extant that Arsen of Ikaltho employed terms
in Nicetas Stethatos “Speech” rendition go with Ephrem Mtsire provided terminol-
ogy in his “Expositio Fidei” translation. Such circumstances give a base to the fol-
lowing assumption: Arsen of lkaltho rendition of Nicetas Stethatos ‘Speeches” is
earlier to his translation of John of Damascus’s “Expositio Fidei”. It should have
been completed about when Arsen of Ikaltho backed Ephrem Mtsire in translating
“The Fountain of Wisdom”. For this reason Arsen of Ikaltho terminology of Nicetas
Stethatos work coincides with Ephrem Mtsire terms while his late period transla-
tion of “Expositio Fidei” Arsen of Ikaltho employs absolutely different terminology.
Arsen of Ikaltho rendition of “Expositio Fidei” is richer in solid and elaborated char-
acter of philosophical-divine terminology to Nicetas Stethatos work translation also

accomplished by him.
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142



skl

IV pistew~ ] add. m@g6
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